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Polity Size and the Congested Budget: Evidence from Italian Municipalities 
BELLODI, L., M. MORELLI, "Polity Size and the Congested Budget: Evidence from Italian Municipalities",
Journal of Politics, 2025

Populist policy making 
MORELLI, M., "Populist policy making", International Tax and Public Finance, 2025, vol. 32, no. 6, pp. 1667-
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The common determinants of legislative and regulatory complexity 
FOARTA, D., M. MORELLI, "The common determinants of legislative and regulatory complexity", Journal of
Law, Economics, & Organization, 2025, pp. ewaf010

A Costly Commitment: Populism, Economic Performance, and the Quality of Bureaucracy 
BELLODI, L., M. MORELLI, M. VANNONI, "A Costly Commitment: Populism, Economic Performance, and the
Quality of Bureaucracy", American Journal of Political Science, 2024, vol. 68, no. 2, pp. 193-209

Economic insecurity and the demand for populism in Europe 
GUISO, L., H. HERRERA, M. MORELLI, T. SONNO, "Economic insecurity and the demand for populism in
Europe", Economica, 2024, vol. 91, no. 362, pp. 588-620

Intertemporal evidence on the strategy of populism in the United States 



GENNARO, G., G. LECCE, M. MORELLI, "Intertemporal evidence on the strategy of populism in the United
States", Electoral Studies, 2024, vol. 92, pp. 102853

Pay-as-they-get-in: attitudes toward migrants and pension systems 
BOERI, T., M. GAMALERIO, M. MORELLI, M. NEGRI, "Pay-as-they-get-in: attitudes toward migrants and
pension systems", Journal of Economic Geography, 2024, vol. 24, no. 1, pp. 63-78

Power mismatch and civil conflict: an empirical investigation 
MORELLI, M., L. OGLIARI, L. HONG, "Power mismatch and civil conflict: an empirical investigation", Economic
Policy, 2024, vol. 39, no. 117, pp. 45-105

Cross-Domain Topic Classification for Political Texts 
OSNABRÜGGE, M., E. ASH, M. MORELLI, "Cross-Domain Topic Classification for Political Texts", Political
Analysis, 2023, vol. 31, no. 1, pp. 59-80

In medio stat virtus? Effective communication and preferences for redistribution in hard times 
BERTOLI, P., V. GREMBI, M. MORELLI, A. C. ROSSO, "In medio stat virtus? Effective communication and
preferences for redistribution in hard times", Journal of Economic Behavior & Organization, 2023, vol. 214,
pp. 105-147

A Theory of Power Wars 
HERRERA, H., M. MORELLI, S. NUNNARI, "A Theory of Power Wars", Quarterly Journal of Political Science,
2022, vol. 17, no. 1, pp. 1-30

Divided government, delegation, and civil service reform 
ASH, E., M. MORELLI, M. VANNONI, "Divided government, delegation, and civil service reform", Political
Science Research and Methods, 2022, vol. 10, no. 1, pp. 82-96

Optimal Checks and Balances Under Policy Uncertainty 
GRATTON, G., M. MORELLI, "Optimal Checks and Balances Under Policy Uncertainty", International
Economic Review, 2022, vol. 63, no. 2, pp. 549-569

Third-Party Intervention and Strategic Militarization 
MEIROWITZ, A., M. MORELLI, K. W. RAMSAY, F. SQUINTANI, "Third-Party Intervention and Strategic
Militarization", Quarterly Journal of Political Science, 2022, vol. 17, no. 1, pp. 31-59

Bureaucrats under Populism 
SASSO, G., M. MORELLI, "Bureaucrats under Populism", Journal of Public Economics, 2021, vol. 202, pp.
104497

From Weber to Kafka: Political Instability and the Overproduction of Laws 
GRATTON, G., L. GUISO, C. MICHELACCI, M. MORELLI, "From Weber to Kafka: Political Instability and the
Overproduction of Laws", American Economic Review, 2021, vol. 111, no. 9, pp. 2964-3003

Measuring Discretion and Delegation in Legislative Texts: Methods and Application to US States 



VANNONI, M., E. ASH, M. MORELLI, "Measuring Discretion and Delegation in Legislative Texts: Methods and
Application to US States", Political Analysis, 2021, vol. 29, no. 1, pp. 43-57

COVID-19 and the Potential Consequences for Social Stability 
CENSOLO, R., M. MORELLI, "COVID-19 and the Potential Consequences for Social Stability", Peace
Economics, Peace Science and Public Policy, 2020, vol. 26, no. 3, pp. 20200045

Legislative Activity and Private Benefits: A Natural Experiment in New Zealand 
MORELLI, M., M. OSNABRÜGGE, M. VANNONI, "Legislative Activity and Private Benefits: A Natural
Experiment in New Zealand", Political Science Research and Methods, 2020, vol. 8, no. 3, pp. 565-570

Dispute Resolution Institutions and Strategic Militarization 
MEIROWITZ, A., M. MORELLI, K. W. RAMSAY, F. SQUINTANI, "Dispute Resolution Institutions and Strategic
Militarization", Journal of Political Economy, 2019, vol. 127, no. 1, pp. 378-418

Global crises and populism: the role of Eurozone institutions* 
GUISO, L., H. HERRERA, M. MORELLI, T. SONNO, T. MONACELLI, "Global crises and populism: the role of
Eurozone institutions*", Economic Policy, 2019, vol. 34, no. 97, pp. 95-139

Elections and Divisiveness: Theory and Evidence 
ASH, E., M. MORELLI, R. VAN WEELDEN, "Elections and Divisiveness: Theory and Evidence", Journal of
Politics, 2017, vol. 79, no. 4, pp. 1268-1285

On Economic interdependence and war 
MORELLI, M., T. SONNO, "On Economic interdependence and war", Journal of Economic Literature, 2017,
vol. 55, no. 3, pp. 1084-1097

Credit market frictions and political failure 
ANEY, M. S., M. GHATAK, M. MORELLI, "Credit market frictions and political failure", Journal of Monetary
Economics, 2016, vol. 81, pp. 48-64

Cultural Differences and Institutional Integration 
GUISO, L., H. HERRERA, M. MORELLI, "Cultural Differences and Institutional Integration", Journal of
International Economics, 2016, vol. 99, pp. S97-S113

Internal hierarchy and stable coalition structures 
MORELLI, M., I.-U. PARK, "Internal hierarchy and stable coalition structures", Games and Economic
Behaviour, 2016, vol. 96, pp. 90-96

Turnout Across Democracies 
HERRERA, H., M. MORELLI, S. NUNNARI, "Turnout Across Democracies", American Journal of Political
Science, 2016, vol. 60, no. 3, pp. 607-624

Approval quorums dominate participation quorums 
MANIQUET, F., M. MORELLI, "Approval quorums dominate participation quorums", Social Choice and
Welfare, 2015, vol. 45, no. 1, pp. 1-27



Mediation and Peace 
HÖRNER, J., M. MORELLI, F. SQUINTANI, "Mediation and Peace", Review of Economic Studies, 2015, vol. 82,
no. 4, pp. 1483-1501

Resource concentration and civil wars 
MORELLI, M., D. ROHNER, "Resource concentration and civil wars", Journal of Development Economics,
2015, vol. 117, pp. 32-47

Strategic Mass Killings 
ESTEBAN, J., M. MORELLI, D. ROHNER, "Strategic Mass Killings", Journal of Political Economy, 2015, vol. 123,
no. 5, pp. 1087-1132

The Geography of Interstate Resource Wars* 
CASELLI, F., M. MORELLI, D. ROHNER, "The Geography of Interstate Resource Wars*", Quarterly Journal of
Economics, 2015, vol. 130, no. 1, pp. 267-315

A volatility-based theory of fiscal union desirability 
LUQUE, J., M. MORELLI, J. TAVARES, "A volatility-based theory of fiscal union desirability", Journal of Public
Economics, 2014, vol. 112, pp. 1-11

The Incumbency Effects of Signalling 
CASELLI, F., T. CUNNINGHAM, M. MORELLI, I. M. DE BARREDA, "The Incumbency Effects of Signalling",
Economica, 2014, vol. 81, no. 323, pp. 397-418

The Turkey-KRG Energy Partnership: Assessing Its Implications 
MORELLI, M., C. PISCHEDDA, "The Turkey-KRG Energy Partnership: Assessing Its Implications", Middle East
Policy, 2014, vol. 21, no. 1, pp. 107-121

Turnout and Power Sharing 
HERRERA, H., M. MORELLI, T. PALFREY, "Turnout and Power Sharing", The Economic Journal, 2014, vol. 124,
no. 574, pp. F131-F162

Ideology and information in policymaking 
MORELLI, M., R. VAN WEELDEN, "Ideology and information in policymaking", Journal of Theoretical Politics,
2013, vol. 25, no. 3, pp. 412-439

Competitive Nonlinear Taxation and Constitutional Choice 
MORELLI, M., H. YANG, L. YE, "Competitive Nonlinear Taxation and Constitutional Choice", American
Economic Journal: Microeconomics, 2012, vol. 4, no. 1, pp. 142-175

Pork versus public goods: an experimental study of public good provision within a legislative bargaining
framework 
FRÉCHETTE, G. R., J. H. KAGEL, M. MORELLI, "Pork versus public goods: an experimental study of public
good provision within a legislative bargaining framework", Economic Theory, 2012, vol. 49, no. 3, pp. 779-800

Incumbents' Interests and Gender Quotas 



FRÉCHETTE, G. R., F. MANIQUET, M. MORELLI, "Incumbents' Interests and Gender Quotas", American
Journal of Political Science, 2008, vol. 52, no. 4, pp. 891-909

Entrepreneurial talent, occupational choice, and trickle up policies 
GHATAK, M., M. MORELLI, T. SJÖSTRÖM, "Entrepreneurial talent, occupational choice, and trickle up
policies", Journal of Economic Theory, 2007, vol. 137, no. 1, pp. 27-48

Political Bias and War 
JACKSON, M. O., M. MORELLI, "Political Bias and War", American Economic Review, 2007, vol. 97, no. 4, pp.
1353-1373

Self-Enforcing Voting in International Organizations 
MAGGI, G., M. MORELLI, "Self-Enforcing Voting in International Organizations", American Economic Review,
2006, vol. 96, no. 4, pp. 1137-1158

Behavioral Identification in Coalitional Bargaining: An Experimental Analysis of Demand Bargaining and
Alternating Offers 
FRECHETTE, G., J. H. KAGEL, M. MORELLI, "Behavioral Identification in Coalitional Bargaining: An
Experimental Analysis of Demand Bargaining and Alternating Offers", Econometrica, 2005, vol. 73, no. 6, pp.
1893-1937

Party Formation and Policy Outcomes under Different Electoral Systems 
MORELLI, M., "Party Formation and Policy Outcomes under Different Electoral Systems", Review of
Economic Studies, 2004, vol. 71, no. 3, pp. 829-853

Occupational Choice and Dynamic Incentives 
GHATAK, M., M. MORELLI, T. SJOSTROM, "Occupational Choice and Dynamic Incentives", Review of
Economic Studies, 2001, vol. 68, no. 4, pp. 781-810

Edited Books

Handbook of the Economics of Conflict 
DUBE, O., M. MORELLI, D. RAY (Eds.), "Handbook of the Economics of Conflict" - 2024, Elsevier, Amsterdam,
Netherlands (The)

Contribution to Chapters, Books or Research Monographs

Natural resources and conflict: The crucial role of power mismatch and geographic asymmetries 
MORELLI, M., D. ROHNER, "Natural resources and conflict: The crucial role of power mismatch and
geographic asymmetries" in Handbook of the Economics of Conflict., Oeindrila Dube, Massimo Morelli,
Debraj Ray (Eds.), Elsevier, chap. 7, pp. 307-323, 2024



Incentives and Constraints for Mass Killings 
ESTEBAN, J., M. MORELLI, D. ROHNER, "Incentives and Constraints for Mass Killings" in Economic Aspects
of Genocides, Other Mass Atrocities, and Their Preventions., Charles H. Anderton, Jurgen Brauer (Eds.),
Oxford University Press, pp. 172-189, 2016

Articles in national/international newspapers

Electoral systems and immigration policies 
GAMALERIO, M., M. MORELLI, M. NEGRI, "Electoral systems and immigration policies", VoxEU - CEPR, 13
January 2026

Il costo delle leggi incomprensibili: 110 miliardi all’anno 
GIOMMONI, T., L. GUISO, C. MICHELACCI, M. MORELLI, "Il costo delle leggi incomprensibili: 110 miliardi
all’anno", lavoce.info, 5 August 2025

Italy and the cost of unintelligible laws: 110 billion euros a year 
GIOMMONI, T., L. GUISO, C. MICHELACCI, M. MORELLI, "Italy and the cost of unintelligible laws: 110 billion
euros a year", VoxEU - CEPR, 13 August 2025

The EEA Minorities in Economics Professional Climate Survey: A summary 
LEE, S. Y., M. MORELLI, M. PAPPALETTERA, D. SANSONE, S. SARDOSCHAU, "The EEA Minorities in
Economics Professional Climate Survey: A summary", VoxEU - CEPR, 30 October 2024

The populist dynamic: Experimental evidence on the effects of countering populism 
GALASSO, V., M. MORELLI, T. NANNICINI, P. STANIG, "The populist dynamic: Experimental evidence on the
effects of countering populism", VoxEU - CEPR, 17 April 2024

Fighting populism on its own turf: Experimental evidence 
STANIG, P., M. MORELLI, T. NANNICINI, V. GALASSO, "Fighting populism on its own turf: Experimental
evidence", VoxEU - CEPR, 18 July 2022

Financial crises as drivers of populism: A new channel 
SONNO, T., H. HERRERA, M. MORELLI, L. GUISO, "Financial crises as drivers of populism: A new channel",
VoxEU - CEPR, 7 July 2022

Expelling the experts: The cost of populism for bureaucratic expertise and government performance 
MORELLI, M., M. VANNONI, L. BELLODI, "Expelling the experts: The cost of populism for bureaucratic
expertise and government performance", VoxEU - CEPR, 7 April 2021

Regulation and economic growth: A ‘contingent’ relationship 
VANNONI, M., M. MORELLI, "Regulation and economic growth: A ‘contingent’ relationship", VoxEU - CEPR, 29
March 2021
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Il riarmo nazionale è una cattiva idea 
MORELLI, M., E. PELUSO, "Il riarmo nazionale è una cattiva idea", Eco, May 2025, pp. 46-51

Se Adolescence fosse ambientata a Milano 
BRAGA, M., M. MORELLI, "Se Adolescence fosse ambientata a Milano", Eco, April 2025, pp. 78-83

Sei motivi per dire no all'allargamento a Est 
MORELLI, M., "Sei motivi per dire no all'allargamento a Est", Eco, June 2025, pp. 32-37

Nella tecnoguerra mondiale l'Europa vuol combattere coi vecchi chip 
GROS, D., M. MORELLI, G. PRESIDENTE, "Nella tecnoguerra mondiale l'Europa vuol combattere coi vecchi
chip", Eco, May 2024, pp. 40-43

Comments, Discussions, Replies in Journal

Redistributing Income under Proportional Representation: A Correction 
MORELLI, M., M. NEGRI, "Redistributing Income under Proportional Representation: A Correction", Journal
of Political Economy, 2019, vol. 127, no. 1, pp. 458-462


